Management of AML: who do we really cure?
Most clinicians caring for patients with AML do not use the word "cure" casually, since for many patients diagnosed with AML, a state of cure or even of long term survival remains elusive. Analysis of prognostic factors may aid in defining the chance for cure in various AML subtypes, and improvements are required at all stages of AML treatment if cure is to be realized in a higher proportion of patients. In order to improve outcome, requirements will include targeting the mutation responsible for the leukemia emergence, suppressing the stem or progenitor cell which acquires the mutation, and the capability to deliver therapy to patients who themselves have adverse co-morbidities.